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The role of the stickleback Gasterosteus aculeatus L. as a'
nost of plerocerkoids Schistocephalus solidus /Muller, 1776/

in the Bays qf Gdansk Qnd Puqk
Jerzy Rokickiland Krzyestof E. Skéra’
; 1Deoértment of AInvé:."teibrate.:Zoolbg'j‘-l}niverait&'of Gdanak, Gdjn_ia -
 2arine Hel Laboratory Lmveraity of. Gdanak, Hel '
though the- atlcklebacx is economically unlmportant it
occurs numerously a.nd its role in the transmisaion of parasiteax
is. mcreasingly slgnlflcant In recent years from sunng till

autuan sticklebacks have been exa.m.med for plerocerkoids of the  1

tapeworm Schistocennalus solldus. The extensivity of ‘infestat-
ion reacaed a -wa,k at the end of Auzuat begmnmg of Sentember, -
but was much lower in early snrmg a.nd late. autumn. Aa concemsv

1ntenslvity, one - ulerocerko:.d /exceptlonally two or tku:ee/ was

found per fish,

_ .,ticklebacka ‘become mrested with S.so0lidus on eat.mg
Conepoda, maJ.nly the uyclops genus. uooenods are the atickle- .
back's unnclpal food item in the water bodles studled. ‘

The flnal host of S solidus are numerous smc:.es of fiah-
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eating birds. Stlcklebacxs were found to have been eaten by

" the. rollow1ng birds in the Bay of Gdansk, rergus serrator,
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Uria aalge, f'ela.nltta fu.,ca and Podlcens cnstatus /bt«zpnle-
wicz, oral _ini‘orxnation/. Desnite the wlde -soec;f;ciity demon-
- strated by the mature tape-worm, it asvears ti - each of
" these avian soecies. could be its final host. wme may; éeé@ne.
that as regards hosts, 3.:olidus finds adequate conditions
fgr growth -and develooment in the Bays of Gdarisk and Puck.

Hence the considerable infestation of their stickleback

povulations witn plerocerkoids of 3.solidus.




